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a Ei by Rev. H. L. Elderdice, D. D. 


and Rev. T. O. Crouse, were 
adopted by the Maryland Annual Conference 
at Pocomoke City, Md., April 1, 1903. 
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WHEREAS, the Conference Sermon of 
T. H. Lewis has struck the keynote of our 
Diamond Jubilee, and 


WHEREAS, it is a contribution to Methodist 
Historical Literature—especially Methodist 
Protestant Literature—well worthy the 
widest circulation, and, 

WHEREAS, its preservation in a permanent 


book form will prove of vital value to the 
children of our church, therefore: 


RESOLVED 1. That Dr. Lewis be respect- 
fully requested to consent to its publication 
~by the Conference. 


RESOLVED 2. That a Committee of three 
be now appointed to consider the form of 
» said publication. 


School of Theology 
at Claremont 


5 Pap a. aes 
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“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.”’ 
Luke, xii, 32. 


TRUST I feel profoundly, as I 

ought, the honor conferred on 
me by the Conference in the 
appointment to preach the Annual Ser- 
mon to-day. But I must confess that 
this is not the only, nor the principal 
feeling I have in this matter. Iam over- 
whelmed with a sense of my own inca- 
pacity. Your minds and hearts have 
been turning to this occasion with high 
anticipation, and in your enthusiasm you 
have named it the Diamond Jubilee. But 
how shall one build on this foundation 
who has nothing but wood, hay, stubble? 
We hold our Church of so much worth 
we would worthily commemorate this 
seventy-fifth anniversary of its origin. 
And into this fierce light of grateful 
pride you have thrust me forward to 
speak for youall. Ican honestly declare 
that there has not been a day since my 
appointment when I would not have re- 
fused if I could. 
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The resolution of the Conference has 
determined that this sermon “‘shall be of 
the nature of a review of the providence 
of God as it appears in the work and 
growth of our Church.” ‘The scope of 
the subject overwhelms me also. More- 
over, to attempt to review the providence 
of God, in the sense of attributing this 
or that event to its influence, may well 
be considered a bold undertaking. For 
who by searching can find out God? We 
know only parts of his ways. The play 
of forces and events that make up human 
life and human history are complicated 
beyond the power of the human mind to 
setin order perfectly. Nevertheless, we 
have the faculty of faith; and it is still 
possible to believe that “all things work 
together for good to them that love God.” 
The history of our Church ought to 
mean something to us, and when we 
come to the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
its origin, we ought to be able to declare 
its meaning without extravagance or 
uncertainty. It may not be of general 
or even wide interest, but if we are 
humble and devout, we may undertake 
the task to the praise of God. May he 
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graciously give us this devout and humble 
mind, and order our thoughts to the 
glory of his praise ! 

The words of the text were addressed 
to a small church, and they were left on 
record for the encouragement of small 
churches. ‘The men who founded the 
Methodist Protestant Church must have 
drawn great comfort from them,and they 
offer themselves to us to-day as an ap- 
propriate text for such an occasion. I 
feel justified, therefore, in passing over 
the general suggestions that arise from 
a consideration of the meaning of these 
words as applied to the whole Church of 
Christ, that we may spend the whole 
time in dwelling upon the particular mes- 
sage they have for us, as one of the 
branches of that Church. 

The verse falls apart naturally so as 
to permit us to consider the range, the 
nature and the results of the Reform 
Movement in Methodism which took 
shape in the Methodist Protestant 
Church. 

1. It has been made our reproach fre- 
quently that we are a small church. It 
would greatly increase the ardor of our 
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own people, and, in the minds of many, it 
would give great weight to our principles 
if we were not a small church. Why are 
we a little flock? I think a review of 
some of the reasons found in the pecu- 
liarities of our origin and the hindrances 
surrounding us from the beginning, will 
give us a satisfactory answer to this 
question. 

Under the odium of expulsion, our 
fathers were denied the merit of con- 
tending for a principle; their pretensions 
as martyrs for religious liberty were 
laughed at; and they were thrust out 
from their ecclesiastical household as 
brawlers and disturbers of the peace. 
Their cause could be fairly tried only 
in the forum of reason and conscience; 
but their ecclesiastical superiors struck 
and would not hear. Their appeal to the 
public had to be made in the form of 
reasoned conclusions and patient exegesis 
of Scripture; forms about which men in 
general were and are impatient or indif- 
ferent. And as they could not get a 
hearing from their brethren nor from 
strangers about a theory of abstract 
rights or a form of government so easily 
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confused with other and ignoble issues, 
their growth was slow and difficult. 

Our fathers went out from their old 
church without a thought of contending 
for any rights in the property they had 
helped to secure, but accepted cheerfully 
the necessity of building new churches 
and parsonages for themselves. This 
was heroic and it ministered to peace, 
but it helped to keep them little. 

The cause of reform was not pri- 
marily a preacher’s cause, and as no 
promises of extraordinary financial sup- 
port could be offered, its pastors were of 
necessity only those heroic enough to 
undertake a warfare for others almostat 
their own charges. ‘This made acute the 
normal condition of all ages of the 
Church, that ‘‘the laborers are few.” 

Many, perhaps most of those ardently 
devoted to the cause of reform never left 
the church which refused to be reformed. 
It is much easier to be a reformer within 
the organization. There were enough 
reformers in the General Conference of 
1820 to carry, by a two-thirds vote, a 
resolution making presiding elders elec- 
tive by the Annual Conference. But 
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when this decision was rendered nuga- 
tory by parliamentary jugglery the 
majority submitted and not five of them 
joined the new church. 

Our fathers desired to be nothing but 
Methodists, and appealed only to those 
who desired to be Methodists to unite 
with them. Yet they had constantly to 
meet the most bitter reproaches of those 
who declared that they had renounced 
Methodism; that in opposing Episcopacy 
they were really fighting their venerable 
father in God, John Wesley; thatin asking ~ 
for the right of appeal from the appoint- 
ing power they were seeking to over- 
turn theitinerancy; thatin contending for 
the right of laymen to be admitted into 
the councils of the church they were in- 
veighing against the divine authority of 
pastors; and that their whole attitude of 
inquiry and criticism and debate was a 
proof of declining piety and of a want of 
sympathy with the true Methodistic zeal 
for the salvation of souls. And so our 
cause, from the beginning, was obnoxious 
to many who felt that the sacred name 
of Methodism was assailed in the house 
of its friends. 
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From causes like these it would seem 
that the Methodist Protestant Church 
was providentially predestined to be 
little. 

Our fathers doubtless counted this 
cost when they began to build. No 
prophecies of extravagant success are to 
be found in their writings. One of 
Snethen’s boldest flights predicted that 
the principle of representation would 
finally proselyte every Methodist in the 
United States. But he added to this 
prophecy: “They may indeed remain 
Episcopal Methodists;’’ so that he did 
not expect to gain members for the 
Methodist Protestant Church somuchas 
votes for the Methodist Protestant prin- 
ciple. 

If our fathers had thought it necessary 
to belong to a large church they would 
have stayed where they were. ‘Their 
consolation was to build a church of 
large ideas, and I think it may be said in 
all soberness that their ideas have the 
largest membership in the world. 

But I cannot doubt that they also drew 
strong consolation from this benediction 
of the Good Shepherd. From him, at 
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any rate, the word carried no reproach, 
no depreciation. It is the word which 
love inspires with exquisite tenderness 
and fondness: the word by which the 
heart names its darlings, ‘‘little flock.” 
The men who were denied so many things 
by their contemporaries had a share in 
this legacy too explicitly written to be 
denied. Whatever numbers and wealth 
and prestige might entitle others to re- 
ceive, their title to the kingdom was clear, 
for they were ‘‘little.” 

In reviewing this phase of our history 
it is still impossible to escape the re- 
proach that in some minds will always 
attach itself to the fact that we area 
a small church. Large minds are con- 
tent with large ideas irrespective of how 
people vote upon these ideas. But the 
world is not crowded with large minds, 
and our particular world has its share of 
those who are impatient of every review 
that leaves out a flattering census. What 
will we do then with this word and fact 
‘little???’ Are we disposed to regard it 
as providential? Can we bring ourselves 
to the point of sincerely participating in 
the encouragement our fathers found in 
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the words of our text? Or, are we dis- 
posed to turn from it, still unreconciled 
to the fact and distrustful of it as in 
some way a misfortune and a hindrance? 

As in the material world, so in the 
spiritual, bodies attract in proportion to 
their size. True itis every Christian’s 
duty to spread the Redeemer’s Kingdom 
and so make every small church large 
and every large church larger. But 
even so there will still remain small 
churches, since size isa relative matter 
after all. And it is so easy to be caught 
in the toils of spiritual pride that the 
analysis of our dissatisfaction with a 
small church ought to be candid and 
thorough. When we turn away from our 
own ecclesiastical household because it is 
small; or slacken our efforts because so 
little seems possible of accomplishment 
in so limited a sphere; our dissatisfac- 
tion may be justifiable, and our decision 
to seek larger fields may proceed from 
motives untainted with any selfish consid- 
erations. But we need to be bravely and 
conscientiously on guard against the ex- 
treme subtlety of our inclinations. If 
God’s providence brings forth the small 
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church and places us there, to turn away 
from it is to turn away from Christ, is 
to criticise his providence, to despise his 
gracious benediction and to deny the 
practicability and power of Christ’s 
favorite method, to accomplish results 
by the weak things of this world which 
shall confound the mighty. 

2. Another encouragement our fathers 
must have found in this verse is the 
word by which our Lord expresses the 
relation of the church to himself. He 
calls the disciples, few though they are, 
his ‘flock.’ This tender and intimate 
relation has come to mean the peculiar 
blessing vouchsafed to the legitimate 
church. If we are his flock, his true 
flock, the matter of size becomes insig- 
nificant. 

Our fathers felt this acutely and re- 
sented the charge that they were sepa- 
rating themselves from the body of 
Christ inorganizing a new church. The 
sin of schism could not be fairly charged 
against those who, cast out for no fault 
condemned by God’s word, must either 
abandon ideas which were vital to them, 
and which God by strange providences 
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had thrust upon them; or create a new 
organization. Had they the right to do 
this? Is the Methodist Protestant Church 
a true church, or were its founders mere 
schismatics? 

On the question of denominational 
divisions I think we may say in general 
that the New Testament does not con- 
demnand even expects them. I challenge 
any man to show that there was any 
closer union between the church at Jer- 
usalem and the church at Antioch in the 
days of the apostles than there is between, 
say, the Methodist Protestant Church 
and Methodist Episcopal Church today. 

The expression of our Lord in his 
intercessory prayer, “‘that they may all 
be one; even as Thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in Thee, that they also may be in 
us,’’ cannot be legitimately pressed into 
the meaning of organic union. The 
terms used and the purpose added to 
this prayer, ‘‘that the world may believe 
that Thou hast sent me,” both preclude 
this interpretation. The union of the 
Father and the Son is not an organic 
union. If the union of disciples is to be 
like that of the Father and the Son it 
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must be the invisible but none the less 
real unity of spirit. And it is contrary 
to the spirit and letter of our Lord’s 
teaching to assume that he was thinking 
of an imposing aggregate of numbers or 
the might of concentrated machinery as 
the testimony which the unity of his 
disciples was to bear to his Messiahship. 
Again and again he emphasized the truth 
that it was ‘‘not by might nor by power, 
but by My Spirit”’ that the world was to 
be converted. And, for the same reason, 
the unity which was to convince the world 
that he came from God was the unity of 
spirit, the only power he ever relied on. 

In the same way, and more directly, 
we may interpret his words, ‘‘And other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold; 
them also I must bring (or ‘lead”’ as the 
margin reads) and they shall hear My 
voice; and they shall become one flock, 
one Shepherd.” One flock in many folds, 
that is the divine idea of Christian union. 

Now when it is settled that all Chris- 
tians do not have to be alike in outward 
forms or even in mental conceptions but 
only in spirit, the question whether 
any particular division among Christian 
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people is justifiable must be determined 
after an examination of the issue, and 
every denomination must answer for it- 
self. To this bar, therefore, we bring 
our church, claiming that, although or- 
ganically separated from other bodies, 
we are not spiritually separated from 
them nor frem Christ; we are his true 
flock and the organization has been or- 
dered in the providence of God, not in 
the passions of men. 

This will require us to go over the 
grounds of our separation from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, which, 
happily, we can now do without any 
bitterness. But you will not desire me 
to give historical details. Iassume your 
knowledge of the history and confine my- 
self to interpretation. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church was 
organized in 1784 with a form of govern- 
ment which was never formally ratified 
by its subjects and was never entirely 
acceptable to its authors. No succeed- 
ing year after its organization failed to 
elicit some note of discord and proposal 
for reform. In ten years this dissatisfac- 
tion culminated ina secession on the ques- 
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tion of giving preachers an appeal from 
the stationing authority, In twenty years 
it produced a delegated General Confer- 
ence with restrictions upon the legislative 
power. In thirty-six years it grew into 
an overwhelming, although ineffective, 
majority in favor of electing presiding 
elders. And in forty-four years it 
brought forth the Methodist Protestant 
Church, which gathered up all these re- 
forms and added lay representation. 

Our fathers did not secede, nor was 
the organization of the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church an intentional or even a 
voluntary movement. Why then did 
Episcopal Methodism tolerate reformers 
for forty years and then expel our 
fathers? It was because while other re- 
formers attempted details of reform, our 
fathers seized the keystone of the whole 
structure. To admit laymen into the 
government of the church was to make 
all reforms possible; was, in fact, not 
reform, but revolution. 

Monarchs have given their subjects a 
constitution and still remained monarchs; 
but an elective monarchy, strictly speak- 
ing, is a contradiction in terms. Meth- 
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odism was reformed when, in 1804, its 
rulers presented to their subjects the 
restrictions under which they promised 
to govern them. But when, in 1828, the 
subjects proposed to dictate to their 
rulers the terms upon which they would 
permit them to govern, it was no longer 
a matter of petty detail, but involved the 
existence of the government itself. 


I do not see why we should blame the 
Methodists of that day for expelling our 
fathers. It was the instinct of self-pre- 
servation working in them. I can afford 
to listen patiently while my friend sug- 
gests improvements in my house: a new 
window here, a door there, a new gable, 
another porch. ButI cannot be expected 
to receive gratefully his proposal to im- 
prove my house by taking the foundation 
from under it. History has verified the 
warning of this instinct. The govern- 
ment of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
remained unchanged from 1804 to 1872. 
Then lay delegates were admitted to the 
General Conference, and the government 
has been “spinning down the ringing 
grooves of change” ever since. 
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No. I believe God’s providence was 
overruling the passions of men. He hada 
mission for Episcopal Methodism and it 
was not his time for its destruction. 
They who would have overturned it did 
far better than they planned: they left it 
to pursue its noble career, and they 
built upa new organization for another 
noble career, to work by its side and 
sound forth the Gospel in another key. 

Therefore I cannot blame our fathers 
for persisting in the discussion which 
led and which they knew would lead to 
their expulsion. Theirs was an instinct — 
too, if you please; an instinct of progress. 
Most reverently doI believe in the provi- 
dential origin of the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church. God hada mission for 
another type of Methodism. We may 
not read all his purposes, but note only 
this: Episcopal Methodism resisted the 
pleadings of its loyal sons for lay repre- 
sentation forty and four years, and 
finally expelled them to make an end. 
Forty and four years after these expul- 
sions Episcopal Methodism adopted lay 
delegation into its organic law. ‘That 
which pleading could not gain example 
compelled. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH 


20 


1828 DIAMOND JUBILEE 1908 


But note, most of all, this, which goes 
deeper than history and becomes philo- 
~ sophy. Out of this division emerged the 
fact, long hidden in the smoke of con- 
troversy, that these two forms of Meth- 
odism represent absolutely diverse prin- 
ciples, both valid and both, perhaps, 
necessary. 

Many good people are troubled over 
the separate existence of our church, 
because it appears to them that all 
Methodists are nowso much alike that it 
is captious to perpetuate our small dif- 
ferences. If we are to feed our loyalty 
to Representative Methodism only by 
hatred of Episcopal Methodism, I join 
them in deprecating the continuance of 
the separation. But this is a childish 
form of Methodist Protestantism. Our 
real warrant is in the principles we up- 
hold and true loyalty must detect and lay 
hold of those principles. 

Our church cannot spare its members 
the trouble of thinking. Our fathers 
were philosophers and we must at least 
understand their philosophy. 

External resemblances are often mis- 
leading, and disappear when traced to 
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their respective principles. This is true 
in a marked degree of forms of govern- 
ment. A despot may give his subjects 
as much liberty as citizens enjoy under 
«constitution; but this does not obliterate 
the vast difference between a privilege 
and a right. 

So if we desire to know what are the 
differences between E;piscopaland Repre- 
sentative Methodism we must compare 
their principles. 

It is impossible to understand Episco- 
pal Methodism without knowing the 
character of Francis Asbury; and those 
who would know what Representative 
Methodism stands for must study the 
writings of Nicholas Snethen. For these 
two men represent two principles of gov- 
ernment radically different. Asbury, in 
government, was a materialist; Snethen 
an idealist. Asbury believed in absolu- 
tism tempered with religion; Snethen, in 
liberty restricted by law. Asbury’s 
study of human nature convinced him 
that men must be ruled; Snethen’s, that 
they might be developed. Asbury’s ideal 
of government was a compact, mobile 
mass, under a leadership that would 
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sacrifice the individual for the glory of 
the mass; Snethen’s ideal reduced gov- 
ernment to a mere opportunity for de- 
veloping and glorifying full-statured 
and free-willed individuality. Neither 
concerned himself much about doctrines 
or ceremonies. Asbury’s supreme effort 
and triumph was in administration, in 
creating and perpetuating a government 
without a constitution, almost without 
laws, by the infusion of his sheer per- 
sonality;and in persuading multitudes to 
to accept it as good for their souls. 
Snethen’s triumph was not so impressive 
as a material exhibition, but he laid the 
axe to the root of ecclesiastical absolutism 
by the simple expedient of giving unoffi- 
cial Methodists the right to vote. He 
deliberately effaced himself from the role 
of leader in order that he might give 
more impressive emphasis to the Magna 
Charta of Representative Methodism: 
“One is your Master, even Christ; and 
all ye are brethren.” But while the child- 
less Asbury left no heir to the most 
impressive personality in American 
Methodism, Snethen’s posterity is the 
universal Methodist Church of modern 
times. 
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I have not instituted this comparison 
to depreciate or even to criticise Episco- 
pal Methodism. That type of Methodism 
has commended itself to millions of our 
fellow Christians and has wrought 
mightily in pulling down strongholds of 
wickedness and in spreading Scriptural 
holiness over the land. May God con- 
tinue to bless it and may its adherents 
continue to improve it! 

But I have thought it just to our fathers 
to emphasize by this comparison the fact 
that our own type of Methodism has been 
illustrating and commending to all the 
millions of Methodism great principles 
whose vitality is not yet spent. And I 
have thought it would be profitable for 
us to remember that God has also used 
this type of Methodism fora purpose, if 
less splendidly, at least as vitally con- 
nected with the glory of his Kingdom as 
that which so far outnumbers us. 

And as long as God finds use for both 
these types, diverse as they are in their 
principles and aims, why may we not 
freely praise them both? Why may we 
not acknowledge that as long as men 
differ in their perception of truth there 





METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH 





24 


1828 DIAMOND JUBILEE 1903 


must be differences in the activities 
guided by that perception? 

Perhaps the time is coming when there 
shall be but one Methodist Church. Per- 
haps some of us think the time is at 
hand, and that we could even now reckon 
our warfare aS accomplished. I trust 
none of us will be found interposing per- 
sonal prejudice or contentiousness in the 
way when God strikes the hour of that 
time. But, on the other hand, I indulge 
the honest hope that no mere sentiment 
for union fer se, no panic of fear that we 
may be swept out of sight in the rush for 
combinations in the present day, will 
make us disloyal to the truth as we see it. 
Better not sell the truth even for union. 
If there are irreconcilable differences in 
these two great types of truth which no 
external resemblances can cover up, then, 
in the majestic name of truth, let us 
stand in our place, and wait God’s time, 
and do God’s work, and keep the trust 
committed to us until God shall relieve 
the watch and say, ‘‘Well done.” 

3. We come next to the consideration 
of the great promise of the text: ‘‘it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the Kingdom.” 
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From the beginning of Christ’s pub" 
lic ministry he declared that the king- 
dom of God was at hand. He called 
this the Good News he had come to 
bring all men and exhorted them to 
repent and believe it. He taught his 
disciples, when they prayed to say, 
‘Thy Kingdom come.’’ And he encour- 
aged them with the strongest assurances 
to expect the ultimate triumph of this 
kingdom over all opposition and its uni- 
versal prevalence over the earth. 

The meaning of this kingdom in its 
most general terms is the personal reign 
of Jesus Christ as a King of Righteous- 
ness, Mercy and Peace over the hearts 
and consciences of men. Jesus of 
Nazareth, proclaimed in derision the King 
of the Jews, will be acknowledged the 
King of all men. The kingdoms of 
this world, founded on force, or on 
superstition, or on religion, or on phil- 
osophy, or on art, or on labor, or on 
wealth, a// the kingdoms of this world; 
of every part of this world, civilized and 
uncivilized, bond and free, pagan and Mo- 
hammedan and Buddhist and Confucian 
and all other religious and non-religious 
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nations and tribes and peoples—all the 
kingdoms of this world; of every age of 
this world, the critical present age, or if 
it develop into a skeptical age, and that 
into a godless age, and that intoa revolu- 
tionary age, and that into a blaspheming 
age—all the kingdoms of this world how- 
ever and wherever and whenever set up, 
have all one destiny written, one end to 
which their whole creation moves; they 
shall become the kingdoms of our Lord 
aud of His Christ. 

But what is this our Lord says: “It is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the Kingdom?” 

In its most general terms this means 
that the conquest of the world is to be 
accomplished through the instrument- 
ality of the Christian Church, the flock of 
Christ. And if there be more than one 
flock, then every true flock of Christ, 
faithful to its Shepherd, must bea suc- 
cessful, triumphant flock. Whether re- 
latively small or great, it will achieve 
results commensurate with the great 
purpose and the almighty power of its 
Lord. In the method of its activities a 
servant, it will yet occupy a true kingdom 
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and wield a truly royal power. Its mis- 
sion is to preach a Gospel of peace and 
good will and it commands no armies, yet 
it shall prevail and overturn, and finally 
set itself up on the ruins of all opposing 
systems. Christ’s Church is not bellig- 
erent, but it must become dominant; it 
accepts obloquy, endures persecution, 
glories in tribulation, but it does not fail 
as long as it remains a true Church of 
Christ. 

It remains therefore for us ‘‘to review 
the Providence of God as it appears in 
the work and growth of our Church,’’ to 
see how this promise has been fulfilled 
in our case. 

There is a sense, of course, in which 
we cannot count God’s blessings in dol- 
lars or incensus reports. God’s Church 
is a spiritual kingdom and its triumphs 
must be spiritual triumphs. In its 
highest sense it is not a kingdom located 
here or there in visible splendor, but 
within human hearts, working out a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. But, so far as it is possible to 
estimate the success of a church at all, 
we are forced to estimate it in material 
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terms; we must consider its appearance 
and work in the world and count its 
triumphs in results which the world can 
see and understand. 

Cato said to his friends who com- 
plained that Rome had not erected a 
statue in his honor: “I had rather men 
should ask why my statue is not set up, 
than why itis.” And it should be more 
gratifying to us that men, reading our 
history and studying our principles, 
should wonder why our church is small 
than that they should wonder why itis not. 
Still the conviction remains that visible 
success is one of the credentials every 
true church must beable to show. Our 
fathers had to face this test from the 
beginning. It was not enough to found 
a church on true principles; their oppo- 
nents asked them to show the truth of 
their principles by their works. Christ 
promises his little flock to give them the 
kingdom. 

In obedience to what seems a reason- 
able demand, I pass therefore from the 
justification of history and the logic of 
principles, to try our church by the test 
of results. Iam far from desiring that 
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our whole case should not be summed 
up in figures. Therecord of our growth 
appears tome nomore discreditable than 
the history of our origin, and I should be 
glad for the public to learn it by heart. 

There appears to be no way of prop- 
erly estimating the growth of our church 
but by comparing it with other churches, 
and, naturally, the other prominent type 
of Methodism cccurs to most persons as 
the proper standard of comparison. I 
have no objection to this, but it is only 
just to remind our friends in other com- 
munions, and to encourage the more 
timid among us, by a reference to one of 
the simplest principles in arithmetic, viz: 
that the true judgment of increase does 
not depend upon the product nor 
upon the multiplicand, but upon the 
multiplier. The servant in the par- 
able that brought four talents to his lord 
received the same reward as he that 
brought ten; not because four is as much 
as ten, but because two multiplied by 
two is as great an increase and indicates 
as much ability and faithfulness as five 
multiplied by two. The great test of 
success everywhere is not how much had 
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you then, nor how much have you now, 
but how much have you multiplied what 
you had. And so a church should be 
judged; not by what it started with, nor 
by what it has. The value of its work 
must be estimated by the size of its multi- 
plier. With this understanding I shall 
endeavor to set forth the history of our 
growth. 

(a) First of all, it isa matter of pro- 
found thankfulness to be able to say that 
our church has been growing ever since 
it started. The increase has not been 
uniform, butat every General Conference 
the report has shown some increase over 
the preceding report. If we take all 
these reports and average the rate of 
increase, it would be the same as if we 
had increased our membership seven- 
teen per cent. every four years or four 
and one-quarter per cent. annually. In 
the same period the population of the 
United States has increased less than 
three per cent. annually. 

Our church began with a convention in 
1828. Six years later at our first Gen- 
eral Conference our membership was 
26,587. From that time to the present 
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it has increased 700 per cent. The 
Methodist Episcopal Church was at 
work in this country twenty-two years 
before as many members were reported 
as we gained in six years, and from 1834 
to 1902 that church has increased 500 
per cent. There ‘are nine separate 
Methodist churches among the white 
people of this country, and only two of 
these are larger than ours. The largest 
is fifteen times larger than we are, and 
we are one hundred and seventy-one 
times larger than the smallest. We are 
the third church in Methodism, six and 
one-third times larger than the fourth, 
and one-eighth as large as the second. 

There are one hundred and twenty 
separate ProtestantChurches among the 
white people of this country, and only 
sixteen of them are largerthanours. Ifall 
Protestants were equally divided among 
the several denominations the member- 
ship of each would be 141,000. We have, 
therefore, much more than our share in 
our 184,000 members. 

(b) The true work of every church is 
the conversion of sinners, and I am per- 
suaded the record of our church in this 
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work would thrill you could it be written. 
But statistics is a modern science and 
early Methodists thought a great deal 
more of working than of reporting their 
work. No attempt has ever been made 
to secure a report of the number of 
conversions in the whole Methodist 
Protestant Church, and it is only for 
the last seventeen years that this re- 
port has been made in the Maryland 
Conference. We must limit our survey 
therefore to our own Conference for this 
interesting record. But it is inspiring 
to think that the record shows 44,478 
conversions in the last seventeen years 
in this Conference, or an average of 
twenty-five annually for every itinerant 
employed. These in the days when 
the great revivals are seen no more. 
Would not the record of the preceding 
fifty-seven years show a much larger 
average? Rev. John R. Nichols said at 
the close of his fiftieth year in the itiner- 
ancy that five thousand souls had been 
converted under his ministry. Nor is 
this exceptional. In 1842, as the result 
of twenty-one camp meetings held in the 
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Maryland district, there were 2,366 acces- 
sions to the church. And in those early 
years there were doubtless few earnest 
preachers who thought it at all extraor- 
dinary to have one hundred souls as 
their annual hire. However, since we 
have no actual reports of these results, 
we must content ourselves with the aver- 
age of recent years. If we reckon but 
twenty-five conversions annually to every 
itinerant actively employed in the seven- 
ty-four years of our history, it appears 
that we may claim at least 114,000 con- 
versions in the Maryland district. And 
if on the same basis we extend our cal- 
culation to embrace the whole church, 
we shall find that we are entitled to re- 
joice over the conversion of not less than 
1,611,350 souls through the instrumen- 
tality of the Methodist Protestant 
Church. With uplifted hearts and joyful 
voices let us “praise God from whom 
all blessings flow.”’ 

Surely we may gratefully claim that 
the promise has been fulfilled, and that 
our Father has given us the kingdom! 
Men are joining our church, not through 
discontent with other churches; not 
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merely for better principles of govern- 
ment; certainly not for selfish am bition of 
social rewards, but because we have the 
keys of the kingdom of grace; because we 
have been taught the secret of divine 
consolation for a weary, sick world; be- 
cause the Holy Spirit has been pleased 
to witness mightily through our preach- 
ing to the power of the Gospel to reach 
the hearts of men and turn them from 
darkness to light. For this cause we 
bow our knees in grateful adoration of 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
rejoicing with joy unspeakable to hear 
him say, ‘I know thy works; behold, I 
have set before thee an open door, and 
no man can shut it; for thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept my word, and 
hast not denied My name.”’ 

Iam aware that I have already outrun 
the proper limits of this discourse, and 
yet how can I stop here? Great and 
glorious as it is, the very foundation of 
all our glorying as a church, to get men 
converted and enroll them among Christ’s 
people, we must do something for these 
men and give them something to do after 
we have opened to them the gate of 
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salvation. This is the meaning of the 
institutions of a church; they form the 
sphere of Christian activity; they are the 
expression of Christian gratitude and 
consecration, and they are the measure 
of Christian faith in the ultimate triumph 
of the kingdom of God. 

I must not permit this discourse to 
wander into a history of the institutions 
of our church, yet a few of them must be 
mentioned as types of the kingdom we 
have received from our Father. 

And first of allin time, in honor, and 
in all affectionate pre-eminence stands 
our free religious press. When God 
lifted before our fathers the vision of 
liberty in the welcome bonds of law; of a 
Methodism as free in its discipline as in 
its life; a spiritual empire of unfettered 
equals and brethren, he laid his hands 
on them and said, ‘‘Fear not, I am the 
first and the last. Write the things which 
thou hast seen, and the things which are 
and the things which shall be hereafter.” 
And in obedience to this august mandate 
they wrote and would not be silenced. 
The Methodist Protestant newspaper 
may trace its lineage back to the 
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Wesleyan Repository, and thus claim to be 
the oldest religious periodical in America. 
It is the best, because the most signifi- 
cant monument to the memory of our 
fathers. They wrote in its columns the 
death sentence of ecclesiastical des- 
potism; they wrote the charter of lay 
rights; they wrote into existence the 
Methodist Protestant Church,and its files 
are still the repository of all that can be 
said in defense of a people’s governmentin 
Methodism. All who have come into this 
kingdom since their time have been the 
heirs of the intellectual and spiritual in- 
sight of our fathers under their testa- 
ment as drawn in the Methodist Protestant. 
Out of the storm and stress of many 
conflicts our dear old paper has come into 
the dawn of this jubilee. Just eighty- 
two years ago the first number of the 
Wesleyan Repository—its first name—was 
published. It has come into serene and 
peaceful times. It has seen a noble 
assistant come to maturity and power 
with a long and honorable record in the 
West. It has seen its principles widely 
acknowledged, and no embargo on its 
circulation. Well may we rejoice that it 
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has lived to see this day. Long may it 
continue, and long will it continue if we 
have wisdom and courage to maintain 
nobly what was so nobly planned. 

God’s providence has opened to us in 
a very wonderful way another door of 
this intellectual kingdom. The founding 
of a college was one of the first things 
undertaken in one of the first General 
Conferences, ‘‘being,”’ as it declared, ‘‘of 
the highest importance to the church.” 
That particular effort failed, and another 
failed, and still a third failure, and yet 
one more; but we could not always fail. 
Our fathers believed that Christian edu- 
cation was a part of their mission as a 
church; that Christ must be enthroned 
in men’s minds if his reign in their 
hearts is to be permanent;that the church 
must train the youth if it would sway 
the adult, and that our Lord’s own way 
of leading men into the kingdom is to set 
a little child in the midst of them. Soin 
this noble faith our fathers struggled on 
through the wilderness of inexperience 
for forty years and then at last came 
Western Maryland College, whose record 
of thirty-five years is unspotted with 
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failure, and whose five hundred and 
thirty-six graduates, student roll of two 
hundred and fifty, and property value of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
attest the goodness of God and the tri- 
umph of Methodist Protestant faith and 
effort. Came also Adrian College, with 
its equallylong history, equally creditable 
record, equally splendid property, and, 
although now passing through a critical 
period, equally promising future. Came 
also our Theological Seminary, founded 
twenty years ago on faithand graciously 
endowed with God’s favor, and constantly 
increasing its usefulness. Came also 
Kansas City University in such a remark- 
able way, and hopefully pressing forward 
in the vigor of youth. What can this 
energy and persistence and consecration 
mean, but a fixed purpose, born of God, 
to buy the truth, to grow by spreading 
the truth, and to hand on, as our most 
sacred deposit to those coming after us, 
the truth by which all men are to be 
made and kept the free children of God. 
I call this the kingdom of permanence. 

God’s providence gave us the heathen 
for our inheritance, and the frontiers of 
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civilization for our possession. Alas, that 
we were so slow to enter! It was only 
twenty years ago that we sent our first 
preacher across the sea. But the begin- 
ning has been made; the responsibilities 
have been definitely assumed, and we 
stand pledged to-day to the forward 
movement, the only movement that can 
interpret Christianity to the world or 
answer for itat the Judgment. Forward 
to the waste places of America, till they 
blossom with the rose of Sharon, and to 
the deserts beyond, till they rejoice. 
Our zealous leaders in these great move- 
ments are far in advance of us and are 
crying to us to come up tothe flag. But 
much as we merit their rebukes, we may 
rejoice that at least our tents are struck, 
we are onthe march. More missionary 
money has been given and more mission- 
ary effort has been put forth in the last 
twelve months in the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church than in the whole Methodist 
Church for the first sixty years of its 
history. Icall this the kingdom of prog- 
ress. 
The kingdom of beneficence was en- 
tered by us at the beginning, and.some 
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of the most gracious work our church 
has done is the result of its inspiration. 
An impressive array of figures might be 
given here, but there is no money value 
in love, and we must not quench the 
fragrance of our sacrifice with boastful 
calculations. The provision for worn- 
out preachers and their widows and or- 
phans; the timely succor extended to 
weak and struggling churches; the co-op- 
eration with evangelistic agencies among 
the destitute; the aid to those with in- 
sufficient salaries in the pastorate; the 
relief for our brothers bereaved; the 
solace for the aged—in these and other 
forms we have been illustrating our faith 
that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive. I call this the kingdom of bless- 
edness; God’s sweet home for those who 
love, where it is always radiant sum- 
mer time in the soul; the antepast of 
heaven. 

What shall we say then to these things ? 
If God has thus established us and hon- 
ored our service; if he has given us the 
kingdom of grace, whereby we are able 
to rescue men from ruin and establish 
them in heavenly citizenship; if he has 
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given us the kingdom of education, where- 
by we save our organization from the 
chances of uncertain emotion and build 
up believers into a permanent household 
of faith; if he has given us the kingdom 
of progress, by which we are rescued 
from stagnation and become a praise in 
the whole earth; if he has given us the 
kingdom of blessedness, by which we 
are made to know the exceeding riches 
of his goodness, will he not with these 
also freely give us all things? 

As we stand to-day reviewing the past, 
our gratitude must break out in united 
thanksgiving. Thank God for a spiritual 
church that is not a spiritual despotism! 
Thank God for a church that in its varia- 
tions from the original type still pre- 
serves the vitality of Methodism, be- 
lieving that all men are lost, that all men 
may be saved, and that all men may 
know whether they are lost or saved! 
Thank God for a united church, covering 
twenty-eight States, preaching a theology 
with no concealments or reservations,and 
administering a government founded on 
the consent of the governed! Thank God 
for a church of which it is said ‘“‘a million 
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souls and more were born there!” Thank 
God for a church whose one hundred and 
eighty-four thousand members and one 
hundred and twenty-six thousand chil- 
dren meet in its two thousand four hun- 
dred houses of worship, where “the pure 
word of God is preached and the Sacra- 
ments are duly administered according 
to Christ’s ordinance” by its sixteen hun- 
dred pastors. Thank God for a church 
equipped for the war of truth against 
error in Christian press and in Christian 
Colleges; for the conquest of idolatry 
and iniquity by heroic missionaries; for 
the uplifting of the unfortunate, for the 
consolation of the distressed, and for the 
advancement of all good against all evil 
wherever men struggle and cry for help! 
Thank God for a church that has no 
politics, courts no princes, builds no 
cathedrals, invokes no force but the 
sword of the Spirit, draws all its author- 
ity from ‘One is your Master, even 
Christ,” and all its solidarity from ‘all 
ye are brethren!’ ‘Thank God for a 
church old enough to point to its past as 
its vindication, and young enough to see 
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the beginning of its triumphs as the van- 
guard of the people’s Methodism! Thank 
God, and again thank God for the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church! 

“Fear not, little flock.” ’Tis our Lord 
and Chief Shepherd who thus exhorts 
us. And the voice of history repeats 
the encouragement, and from all our 
present surroundings and our future 
outlook comes the same assuring cry, 
“Fear not, little flock.” Why should we 
fear? If we are not so little as to escape 
God’s notice; if he has honored us in his 
service and multiplied our feeble agen- 
cies and magnified his word in our stam- 
mering lips, why should we fear? Or, 
whom should we fear? Our foes are the 
enemies of light and liberty and love. 
Our allies are all the forces of law and 
progress and truth. Our future is the 
everlasting kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
Whom should we fear? 

We will not fear; we will spend the pas- 
sion of our soulsinloving. We will sing 
with a new inspiration, ‘I love Thy 
church, O God!’ and we will think first 
of allof this dear church, which is ours in 
so peculiar a sense; ours, because we have 
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made it whatitis, andit has made us what 
we are; because it brought us back to our 
Father, trained us in its Sunday Schools, 
believed in us and opened doors of oppor- 
tunity to us and heaped honors upon us. 
It has put itself unreservedly in our 
hands; a free theology, a free govyern- 
ment, a free life, asking us only to be 
faithful to the truth which made us free. 
This church is our mother, our bride, 
and if we love not this church, which we 
have seen, how shall we love the church 
universal, which we have not seen? 

Will you warn us against bigotry? 
Warn us rather against indifference, that 
canker of all enthusiasm. Warn us 
against acalculating prudence that counts 
all things but loss that pay no dividends 
to personal aggrandizement. Warn us 
against a cold selfishness that will kindle 
no fire on any altar lest it be called big- 
otry. Warn us against a love so miscel- 
laneous that it can meet with all apostolic 
churches about the table of our Lord 
and find none on whose breast it can 
lean. 

But to us, O dear and lovely Zion, how 
goodly are thy palaces; how sweet thy 
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society! We love to walk about thee, to 
consider thy foundations, to tell thy 
towers! Strength and beauty are in thy 
sanctuary; liberty and peace inhabit thy 
house. Our loyalty to God has been 
sworn on thine altars; the symbols of our 
devotion are hung on thy walls; our 
yearning for the lost, our sympathy with 
the saints, our joy in religion, our faith, 
our prayers, our tears, our hope of 
heaven—are all bound up with thee. 
How can we cease to love thee, to rejoice 
in thee, to serve thee? How can we 
forget thee, O Jerusalem! ‘Though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah; 
though the heritage of thy children must 
always be obscurity and poverty; though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel 
acknowledge us not, ‘‘God do so tome 
and more also, if aught but death part 
thee and me!” 

I feel the presence of a great company 
here to-day. ‘Those who purchased this 
heritage for us with a great price and 
finally entered the kingdom through 
much tribulation are with us. O fathers! 
serene and at rest in the land of peace; 
all controversy over and knowing each 
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other as ye are known, look upon us to- 
day with benignant regard, and tell us if 
we too are fighting a good fight, and 
laying hold upon the eternities. The 
noble veterans whom God still spares to 
us in this Conference, who bear in their 
bodies the marks of the Lord Jesus, in- 
signia of glory past and glory to come, 
are here to answer once more to the 
earthly roll-call. Tellus, venerable men, 
as ye stand looking steadfastly into 
heaven, ‘‘Whatofthe night?” Isa better 
morning rising upon us, and will ye con- 
secrate us before ye go toa larger and 
fuller devotion to Christ and the Church, 
that we may carry farther up the slope 
the triumph you have won. 

And as we turn to face the future, I 
feel the presence of another company 
approaching. They are coming from 
our homes, our altars, our colleges and 
seminaries; our young people looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the king- 
dom. You, too, comrades, we hail in the 
Lord! You are not too late for great 
occasions. ‘The clock of the centuries is 
striking high noon. ‘The problems and 
contests and victories of the church are 
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greater than ever before. Come in then 
with your reaper while these veterans 
are laying aside their sickle. Come in 
with your fuller knowledge, your wider 
culture and your stronger grasp of the 
present needs. Come in with your faith 
deepened and buttressed by your wider 
investigation; your hope broadened out 
into a more comprehensive scope of the 
possibilities of the Gospel remedy for the 
woes of the world. And above all, for 
the greatest of these is love, come in 
with your love flaming into sacrifice and 
unselfishness and generosity and untir- 
ing devotion to God and man. If you 
cannot love so, there is no happiness for 
you in the Methodist Protestant Church. 
There is no kingdom here for those 
whose only thought is, who shall be 
greatest in it. Better learn it now than 
confess it in humiliation later. With us 
it is not power, nor numbers, nor social 
prestige, nor personal advancement; we 
have no ecclesiastical ribbons, nor titles; 
you will get small salaries in the minis- 
try, and only the position you can achieve 
by your merit in the laity; with us it is 
love or nothing. But if you can love; if 
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you can bear all things, believe all things, 
hope all things, endure all things, and 
still love; then, in the name of all those 
whose love for this church has perfumed 
the ecclesiastical history of the last cen- 
tury, I bid you welcome into the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church. 

Come, then, and let us pour out our 
sacred oblation together. Let us place 
on the altar our worldly ambition, our 
hope of personal preferment, our pride, 
our envy of the great, our humiliation. 
at being little; bind the sacrifice with © 
cords; make the vow irrevocable; and 
now if indeed our all is on the altar, let 
us pray for the fire: ‘‘O Lord God of 
our fathers, let it be known this day that 
thou art God in Israel, and that we are 
thy servants, and that we have done all 
these things at thy word. Hear us, O 
Lord, hear us, for our fathers’ sake; 
and let the fire of the Lord fall and con- 
sume our sacrifice, and purify our love, 
and kindle our enthusiasm, and enlighten 
our zeal, and set on fire our whole nature 
with a quenchless ardor for thee, and 
for all whom thou hast given us. And. 
then send the sweet showers of blessing 
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on our preaching and working and pray- 
ing and giving, that we may know that 
thou hast turned our hearts back again; 
that thou hast still left with us the joy 
and the power of salvation, and that 
thou hast given us the kingdom accord- 
ing to thy word.” 
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